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@ Issac Postpones Annual OH Meeting: Despite forecasts for Hurricane
Issac to track to the west of Florida, OCHMO decided to cancel the annual
Occupational Health (OH) meeting and associated professional development
courses scheduled for August 27-31 due to concerns about adverse weather in
and around Central Florida. OCHMO apologizes for any inconvenience this may
have caused travelers, but as Ms. Catherine Angotti, Director of Occupational
Health explained: “OCHMO's first concern is with the health and safety of the
OH meeting attendees.” Plans are underway to reschedule the meeting next
April, maintaining the schedule and agenda as much as possible.

@ KSC Health Physicist Recipient of 2012 NASA Agency Honors
Award: Rob Bullock a health physics support contractor at KSC received the

| NASA Exceptional Public Achievement Medal Honor Award for his
effort with the Mars Science Lab mission. Rob was designated as
the contractor lead for the Health Physics contingency support
function. This NASA medal is awarded “for significant, specific
achievement or substantial improvement in operations, efficiency,
service, financial savings, science, or technology which contributes
to the mission of NASA.” Congratulations to Rob on receiving this
prestigious NASA award!

@ MSFC Staff Receive NASA Group Achievement Award: The MSFC
Occupational Medical and Occupational Health staffs were awarded NASA
Group Achievement Awards at the MSFC awards ceremony on August 16th.

The Occupational Medical Staff was recognized for exemplary effort in earning a
three year accreditation status from the Accreditation Association for
Ambulatory Health Care enhancing the quality of MSFC's medical program. The
Occupational Health Staff was recognized for exceptional dedication and
initiative in achieving professional certifications that elevate the stature,
capability, and quality of the MSFC Occupational Health Program. OCHMO
congratulates Marshall for a job well done. Such dedication to medical program
service and OH quality assurance positively reflects on the Agency OH Program
as a whole and raises the bar for OH programs at all Centers.

@ Paid Sick Leave Benefits Occupational Safety and Health: A recent
on-line publication by the American Journal of Public Health described a NIOSH
study which examined the association between US workers’ access to paid sick
leave and the incidence of nonfatal occupational injuries across different
industries and occupations. Researchers found that workers with access to paid
sick leave were almost thirty percent less likely to suffer nonfatal occupational
injuries than workers without access to paid sick leave. The study results
suggest that paid sick leave makes a greater difference in occupations and
sectors with a high risk of injury, such as construction, manufacturing,
agriculture, and healthcare and social assistance. Paid sick leave can also
decrease other risks and costs related to sick workers, such as spread of
contagious diseases to coworkers. Despite the potential benefits for employers
offering paid sick leave, forty three percent of American private sector workers
reported not having access to this benefit during the study period.

@ Change in Annual OSHA Report: The Annual OSHA Report data call has
been changed considerably this year. The “executive summary” has been
eliminated and replaced with a 15-page limit "
“narrative”; there is also increased emphasis on the OSHA
reporting of Center self-evaluations. Fortunately, OCHMO has been stressing
Occupational Health self-reviews for the past year as part of adopting the
Surveys, Audits, Assessments and Reviews Information System (SAARIS) which
should help in ensuring timeliness of report preparation. The submission
deadline remains January 1, 2013 and it is OCHMOQ's intention that although the
OSHA reporting format/data call is changed, the Agency, with the cooperation
of all its Centers will still meet the submission deadline.

@ SCBA Safety Alert: On July 2, 2012, the National Fire Protection
Association issued a safety alert that included a recommendation that fire
departments/academies and emergency service organizations inspect all self-
contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) facepiece lenses before and after each
use. Any SCBA facepiece lens found to have cracks, crazing,
bubbling, deformation, discoloring, gaps, or holes should be
immediately removed from service and a replacement issued. The
alert came after several NIOSH Fire Fighter Fatality investigations and
additional research found SCBA facepiece lenses may undergo thermal
degradation when exposed to intense heat.

@ CIAQ Webinar: The quarterly meeting of the g Federal nteragency
Federal Committee on Indoor Air Quality will meet in Indoor Ak Quatty (CIAQ)
Washington, DC on Wednesday, October 3, 2012 from 1-4:30 p.m. Two
presentations are anticipated: 1) A CDC Study on Smoke-Free Multi-Unit
Housing Policies and 2) Health Efficient Homes: Research and Guidance for
Health-Based Ventilation Standards. To register for the webinar click the
following link - October 2012 CIAQ Meeting. The audio dial-in number is 1-888-
273-3506, passcode ID 210695644#.

@ EHRS Update: The Health Unit and Industrial Hygiene staffs at the
Michoud Assembly Facility (MAF) were trained on the Medgate Medical and
Industrial Hygiene modules in August. Both are now live and doing great.
Preparations are underway for the Kennedy Space Center (KSC) training the
week of September 10-14 for the Occupational Medicine module with the
rollout scheduled for September 15™. Due to lack of training space at the
Center, the Industrial Hygiene module training was rescheduled for the
following week, September 25-27. The KSC rollout will complete the EHRS
implementation. Even though the implementations will be completed in
September, ongoing webinar training, meetings, and Helpdesk support will
continue with the Centers.

@ New IH at Wallops: Please join OCHMO in welcoming Carroll J. “Jeff”
Shelton into the NASA Occupational Health Community! Prior to joining NASA,
Jeff worked as an Industrial Hygienist with the Department of Energy for five
years and as an Industrial Hygienist/Safety Specialist with the Department of
- Defense for 18 years. He has a BS in Chemistry, an MS in

Information Technology, and is board certified in industrial

hygiene and safety. Previous assignments included a five year

tour as the industrial hygienist at the US Navy base in Sasebo,
Japan. His function at Wallops will be split between safety and industrial
hygiene.

@ Whooping Cough on the Rise: The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention predicts the U.S. may be on track for the worst whooping cough
year in five decades. Rates of the highly contagious bacterial diseases reached
historic lows in the 1970’s, but are making a comeback. By mid-July 2012,
nearly 18,000 cases had been reported across the nation. In addition to
children, the CDC is recommending both adolescents and adults get a booster
dose since they may no longer be immune.

@ Upcoming OH ViTS & Webinars:

A

e Health Promotion & Wellness ViTS/Webinar — September 4, 1:30-2:30 EST

Fitness Program Quarterly ViTS — September 5, 2:30 EST

Employee Assistance Program Quarterly ViTS — September 11, 1:00 p.m. EST
Managing Stress and Change at Work, Ellen Hartson (GRC EAP) - Sept. 12, 11:00 EST
Environmental Health ViTS — September 12, 11:00-12:00 a.m. EST

Simplify Your Life, Mike Verano (Langley EAP) — September 13, 2:30 p.m. EST
Environmental Health ViTS — October 3, 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. EST

Health Physics ViTS — October 10, 11:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m. EST

GSFC Occupational Health Triennial Review — October 22-26
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