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SUBJECT:  Avian Influenza Preparedness and Response

NASA health authorities have developed an informational packet on the emerging threat
of a possible avian influenza pandemic to help protect employees and their families. This
packet defines what a pandemic is, explains the difference between human influenza and
avian influenza, describes the risk factors necessary to promote a pandemic, and relates
vaccine status and medications available for treatment. The booklet also provides
information on how NASA is preparing and what individual employees can do to prepare
for this threat.

We would appreciate each of you passing this information on to ALL employees.
Additional information as well as copies of the packet will be posted on our occupational
health website (www.nasa.ohp.gov). The website contains links to other agencies such as
the World Health Organization (WHO), the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the State
Department, and the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS).

We will be constantly monitoring news and guidance relative to this issue and will update
the workforce as appropriate. The OCHMO staff at NASA Headquarters or health
authorities at all NASA Centers are always available to discuss any concerns or questions
NASA employees may have.

Thank you again for your support of this endeavor.
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